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WE HEAR from the grapevine (which we are now list-
ening to instcecad of smoking) that Berkeley author
Jack Vance has sold his anthologized yarn "Hard
Luck Diggin's" to 20th Century Fox. Presumably the
S studio intends to make a movie
out of it and probably will call
it "The Outer Space from Thing"
€ SR - and feature the Rockettes, It
E N o sure won't make any difference
> to Jack though; he goes on the

: 20th Century payrolil for $250.00
T WeeX while his story is being overhauled, Jack,

== . ol h b aside from being a persomal friend of ours, 1is
i iane = i 3 1 F"st Edl"'IOh also one of our favorite science flc1-:10n wr113ers.
Tk He belongs t® no fan clubs (poked his head in on
Wd’f 3 1 5ma el ' a Little Men's meeting once and fled, never to be
AR S S A ot A U G UST 5 I . "+ seen again); he doesn't read science fiction maga-
M YIEE Wisy : zines, doesn't lmow Ackerman; will have nothing to
i3 o i i = % do with the ihodomagnetic Digest, and, in short,
i S Vg lasaE S conducts hinself as a genuine writer -- he just
e writes, Since he got out of the et
STYX PUBLICATIONS merchant marine in 1946, he's 9%_\
Bi-monthly been batting away at his type-~ .
GBOX 613 NS writer; sametimes not eatingd )_L
& Bristol, Tenn. ié\ ﬂﬂﬂ very well, sometimes gett J'ngJ
4y mail, 2b¢ per copy 28 nothing to show the landlady{ @J

==

but pretty rejection slips, lief~
kept grinding away for five =
years, and he's finally hit it. He and his wife,
Norma, intend to live in IFrance after the Hollywood
Stil'lta :
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!.‘HANKS TO the generosity of Don Day, we are send-
ing copies of the current issue of the RD to form-
er subscribers of FANSCIENT, which, as we mention-
ed here last issue, has ceased publication. We are
l:xoping.that same of the people who énjoyed Fansc =-
&?ﬁt will also find some of the things in the RD
of interest,

A NEAT PROBLIM was tossed in our lap the other day.
Seems a Stanford prof., is giving a "select seminar”
type course on contemporary literature this summer
and wants us to recormend the ten best (and most
representative) science fiction novels as part of

the reading matter for the :
couwrse, It seems to us the WHEN WORLDS COLLILE

best writing in the field, LW . e
and certainly the most rep. HAZTIAN CHIDAICLES
I, KOBOT

resentative, is to be dis-
covered in the collections
of short stories, rather
than in novel form, so we
made our selection on that
basis, The ten books we
picked are shown here, But i tw? O RIS
we'd like to have YOUR o- P¢ decided later. . .
pinion, Which bocks would you have selected ifyou
had been given the problem? Remember, these are
supposed to be college lnglish students who have
not previously read any science fiction, and the
books chosen are supposed to be representative of
the field as a whole,

FINAL BLACKCUT

MIN AGAINST TIlL STARS

ADVENTURES IN TIME
AND SPACL

BIG BOCK CF S-F

DUE TO AN ACCIDENT in our laboratory, we spilled
reducing compound on this issue of the RD and it
shrank to half size before we could clean the stuf
off . Wie tried stretching the paper back again, but
it wvouldn't wrk, Hope you like it this size.
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Some facts and fancies . . .
insm—1

M

e

s S S

D if ?

ANYONE who has been reading science fiction for
very long, or who has just thumbed through stacks
of old science fiction magazines, can give you a
pretty good picture of the composite space ship.

| s

It is shaped something like a bullet or a rocket,
strecamlined to beat hell, with enomous fins on
its hind end like a bomb, It is probably made of
some extraordinarily hard steel alloy, with a hull
structure like a battleship and the inside criss-
crossed with girders and bulkheads. The crew, of
course, suffers from acceleration sickness during
take-of fs and landings, which generally occur with
a great blast of flame and sometimes even smoke.
The drive is either chemical or atomic, and it
whams the rockets into the sky, takes it to another
space port, lands by means of its rockets and may
make the return journey without even refueling.

SO frequently has this conception of the future
space vehicle been drummed into the heads of scien-
ce fiction readers that I recently heard one snort
with derision when she saw a pictwe showing a
globular space craft. To her, a "proper" space
craft looks like a Parker "51" with wings.

This pleasant convention has only one thing wrong
with it, and that is that it has very little basis
in fact, scientific or otherwise. Just how unscien=-
tific this picture is is showm by Arthur C. Clarke,
author of "Prelude to Space" in his new non~fict-

ion book, INTERPLANETARY FLIGHT (ilarper - $2.50).

AS Assistant Secretary to the British Interplanet-
ary Society, and therefore speaking with something

(5)



INTERPLANETARY FLIGHT

resembling authority, Mr. Clarke says that we of
today can no more imagine the actual in terplanet -
ary (much less interstellar) rocket than the folks
in the 1890's could imagine the B-36 from looking
at the Wright Bros, first plane,

FOR INSTANCE: the space vehicle of the future is
gulte likely to be made of paper thin metal, per-
haps even of something like paper or plywood. Ac-
celeration will be very slow. The true space ship
will not come blasting into "space parts"’ nor go
b_lasting out of "space ports." Most likely, ' 1t

will never touch the surface nor even the atmos-
pr}ere of this planet or any other. It will not be

cigar shaped, nor will it have fins, Quite probab-
ly it will be of any particular size and shape

that happens to suit the convenience and the re-
sources of the builder. The most likely shape, if

the drive is furnished by atomic power, will be

that of a giant dumbbell. It will (to borrow an ex-
cellent phrase from Uradbury) g0 'pin-vheeling'

through space, the engines at one end, the crew at

the other.

AND wh::Lle this, at the moment, appears to be the
most likely shape for interplanetary craft, we can-

INT [ PLAN ETARY FLIG IR

not even imagine what will toke us to the stars.
For, in his opinion, the rocket cf today bears a-
bout the same relation to the interstellar craft
of tomorrow as the ox-cart to the radio, lntirely
nev techniques, not yet envisioned, will be needed,
unl:zSs speeds exceeding that of light can be deve-
loped, or unless human life spans can be made im-
measurably longer.

FOR interplanetary flight, many of the basic cal-
culations have already been made, lWe know, for in-
stance, the distances that must be traversed; the
"gravitational slopes" that have to be '"climbed"
for us to transfer from orbit to arbit of the pla-
nets. The "minimum-energy or cotangential’ orbits
have already been computed, and we know what is
the least velocity that would allow a journey to
be made.

WHIN this information is coupled with what can be
coniputed about the maximum thearetical perfomance
of lnown chemical fuels; mass-ratios, etc., we can
begin to form a picture of what at least is impro-
bable in space flight. The chrome-steel, streamlin-
ed monsters with their jets spouting flame and the
noses boring toward the stars, is one of the high
improbabilities,

Mr. Clarke backs all this up with tables and fig-
ures and charts, as well as the famulae, so that
peopie with technical backgrounds and mathematical
training can check his hypothesis for themselves,

WHAT I am intercsted in, however, is the new and
exciting picture that develops from lir. Clarke's
book.

This is the way he thinks things will happen. We
will begin of course, as we have begun, with V-2's
and then some primitive applications of the "step-
principle" with the iAC Corparal and the Viking.



INTERPLANETARY FLIGHT

Steady technological improvasents in fuels, metal-

lurgy, and engincering techniques will push these

rockets higher and higher and faster and faster.

In tine -- anywhere from ten to Fifty year -~ we

will send rockets high enough and fast enough to

make them into permanent satellites of the itarth.

Such space platforms would most probably start pay-
ing their own way, scientif ically, by operating as

sites for astronomical and physical laboratories.

PLANS have already been worked out, on a theoret-
ical basis, for such a platfornm housing 24 men as
a permanent staff, who would live in a "closed sys-
tem" in which waste was reused, Unly 70 tons of
food, water and air would be needed amually to
maintain such a station. It would turn on its axis
once every 7 seconds, giving the crew a gravity
equal to that on Larth. i parabolic mirror, 200
feet in diameter, would intcrcept the sun's rays,
gererating about 5500 hp. of which about a quarter
would be available for the power needs of the men
in the platform,

SUCH a space station, or space stations, could al-
so be made to pay their way cormercially as pern-
anent television relay stations. A single space
station could cover almos* half the karth, and
three stations, spaced 120° apart would provide
complete coverage for all parts of the iarth., If
they are spaced in the 24-hour orbit, 22,000 miles
above the surface of the Larth, they would be in
fixed positions in relation to a point on the surf-
ace, and therefore receivers could be pemanently
"locked" in position.

THE CHANGES this would make in our technology are
almost unimaginable., That complex network of wires
cables, transmitters, etc, that litters our land-
scapes now would disappear. From the space station
every single spot on earth would be in instant com-
munication with every other spot. Tlie have never
lived in a civilization in which instant comnunic-
ation was a possibility; one of equal importance
to the Ubangi of Africa and the broker in New York.

INTERPLAN STARY FLIGHT

BUT the most important use of the space platforms
would be as landing stages for the true “space
craft." These, of course, would be manufactured on
space platforms, from materials shot up from na.rtt'x
and they would be constructed on the"'low-thrust'
principle, whereby the vehicle is given a small
but steady thrust over a long period of time, thus

- building up spectacular velocities, These vehicles

would, by virtue of the small, sustained thrust, °
"g1limb" the "gravitational slopes" of the planets,

“themselves only small indentations in the "gravit-

ational slope" of the Sun, and then coast down in-
to orbits about the planet of destimtion. Here
they would establish new satellites around the

target planet, and from these trips wou]_.d be made
down to the surface in smaller, rocket-like craft.
The deep-space vehicle would never touch eitht?r
hone base or any of the other bases, and would, in
fact, be solely a creature of the space in which
it was born.

Such a ‘craft, taling off {rom a space pla%f‘orm
would probably make its initial flight to the Mogn
in 116 hours - although this is %he absolute maxi-
mun time it could teke, since any velocity slower
would not take the craft to the Moon at all, One
consideration that will have an effect on the vel-
ocity is that the greater the velocity, the gre;}t-
er the amount of time or energy or both that will
be required to slow the space craft down when they
approach the orbit around the target planet. 'I‘k.le
best theoretical journey theref'ore will be that in
a ninimum energy orbit that will require the 1ea}st
acceleration to begin with, and the least braking
power to end with.

THERE is much more in Mr, Clarke's book; all of it
carefully figured out and presented on both a _lay
and a technical icvei., Students of science fiction
who like their science to be at least partially
scientific could do no better than reac lir, Clarke
on space iravel. He's got the goods.

1a
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If you want to gauge Jjust how stuffy and conven-
tional your science fiction friends have become,
ask them to read MiN OF OTHER PIANETS by Kenneth
Heuer (Pellegrini & Cudahy: $3.00). For Mr. Heuer,
who is a lecturer in astronomy at New York's Hay-
den Planetarium, writes as if he had never heard
of science fiction before and he comes up with
dozens of startling ideas; startling, that is, to
science fiction readers, whose thinking is guided
along quite arthodox lines,

tary

Here are some of Mr, Heuer's ideas as well as a
picture or two from the book, which is almost cer-
tainly to become a prized collectors' item:

LOOKED AT THE MOON RECENTLY?

There is SNOW on the moon; the peaks of Theophilus
which.rise 6,600 feet above the lunar surface, are
covered with snow. Blizzards have been seen on .Co-
non, a small crater in the lunar Appenines,

.l‘:
0,

l

i

!

An ATMOSPHIRE exists on the moon; faint dawns and Gl e \ \ i il W(“.'tm*’f
twilights have been observed; and in 1941 Walter : R Lt
Haas discovered 12 neteor trails through the Moons
atmosphere in 170 hours of observing.

The VOLCANOS of the Moon are still active; ‘the
great crater of Plato is a volcanic valley showing
as nuch activity as .our owmm Yellowstone Park.

VIGETATION has been observed m the moon, green
patches in Grimaldi crater and red patches in the
crater Stevinus. Recorded by Pickering.

Great hosts of LUNAR INSECTS, moving over the sur-
face of the moon at speeds of a few feet per min-
utg have been observed; best guess is they are
lunar ants.

(10)




An Analysis of the

& Dumetws

'u‘u't‘l'l'l'i’l‘l'l'l'l'l'l'

by Don Fabun

There is scarcely a science fiction reader who
does not have some opinion - favorable or unfavor-
able - toward DIANETICS. The science, after all,
is the brainchild of a well-ltaown science fiction
writer; it made its debut through the pages of a
science fiction magazine; and the philosophy that
lies behind it -- the application of engineering

principles to the problems of the human mind - are
based, after all, on a science fictim cancept,

Whatever one's opinion may be towards DIANETICS, it
is pretty much based on faith; either faith in the
integrity of L. Ron Hubbard and his associates, ar
faith in the techniques and procedures of orthodox

psychology; techniques and procedures to which
DIANETICS "i8,°dniparty oppdsed; I say all of this
is an act of faith, for up until recently, there

were no concrete, unequivocally stated facts to
back up the claims of the DIANETICS practitioners,

In what appears to be an attempt to
situation and to establish an empirical basis for
DIANETICS, the Hubbard Dianetic Research Foundat-
ion, Inc. of Elizabeth, New Jersey, has published
and dlstrlbuted a 44 page booklet entitled A BRIEF
SURVEY OF RESEARCH PROJECTS AND PRELIMINARY RE-
SULTS = DIANETIC PRCCESSING ly Dalmyra Ibancz, Ph,
D., Ed. D.; Gordon Southon, TIeggy Southon, and

remedy this,

12

Foundation
Repori

Peggy Benton, Is is copyrighted January 1951 in
the name of L. Ron Hubbard,

THE FIRST 12 pages of the booklet are devoted to
an Introduction, a brief description of Dianetic
Theory, a discussion of Dianetic Techniques, and a
section entitled "The Purpose of this Study" which
says, in part:

In choosing students for the professional
classes, the Foundition administered psycho-
metric tests. The results of these tests, be-
fore and after processing, have Lbeen collect-
ed and studied and are interesting enough to
justify presentation. The study was begun as
an adjunct to the training program and is in
no sense definitive. . .

FOLIOWING this limitation of the aim of the work,
the booklet moves on to a section entitled "Use of
Psychometry din Dianetics" and here the authors
point out that such psychometric tests as now ex-
ist may or may not be applicable to the "dynamics
of Dianetics" -- !'"since its methodology has no
exact parallel in the history of psychology":

For our mresent studies, -therefore, use has
been made of those testing instruments judged
by a group of psychologists as most appropriate
for Dianetic purposes. . .

(13)



DIANETICS REPORT .

IT IS interesting that this group of psychologists
is not named, because out of the 12 psychometric
tests named in the booklet, results from only four
are presented, and these enjoy only a doubtful val-
idity. The question of the identity of the psycho-
logists is important in view of the fact that they
appear deliberately to have chosen tests 1least .
likely to be accurate in measuring persomality and
intelligence quotiemnt clanges,

IN THE MATTER of the tests that where chosen, the
booklet says:

The battery (of tests) consisted of the Cali=~
fornia Test of Mental Maturity, The Johnson
Temperament Analysis, the California Test of
Personality and the Mental Health Analysis.
The California Test of Mental Maturity, short
form, was given an both pre-test and re-test,
since no alternative form was available, No
work has been done on the re-test reliability
of this work.

LET'S SEE what professional psychologists think of
these tests, bearing in mind that, 1like a sur-
geon facing a tray of instruments prior to an oper
ation, there were a number of possible choices for
the Foundation to make,

CALIFORNIA TEST OF MENTAL MATURITY

is put out by the California Test Bureau, Accord-
ing to a Master Thesis published at the University
of Southern California in 1946 by V.E. Ordahl com-
paring the C.T.M.M. with others of the same type
of tests;

« + o« No evidence of reliability, age norm or

relationship to other school performance tests

No measure of independence of sub-tests, . .

None of validity . . . On "theorectic basis of

factor analysis"--none shown, There is no data

on 1.Q, constancy, especially at the adult lev-
el. :

(14)

DIANETICS RisPOKT

THE CALIFORNIA TLST OF PiRSGNALITY

is put out by the California Test Bureau and it is
held that its "sub-test reliability coefficient" is
too low for individual diagnosis . . . validity not
shown . . . its construction has been frequently
criticized . . . its standardization has been res-
tricted to Los Angeles and its norms have not been
given."

ANCTHER POINT is that the ‘"percentile scales" for
this test are unduly sharp. For instance, if a
person gets a raw score of 10, his percentile is a
35; a score of 11, percentile 55;score of 12, per-
centile 85. A difference of just two answers jumps
his score from 55 to 85. Gbviously, then, the per-
centile differences of single tests are not relia-
ble indexes of improvement, although this is the
way the Hubbard Foundation has used the test.

THE MINTAL HEALTH ANALYSIS

is a product of the California Test Bureau and is,

"an improved form of the California Test of Person-
ality" described above. For this test there is no

evidence of reliabjility. There is no inter-correl-

ation and no reliability established for separate

category scores. (For example, the-groupings of

"assets" and "liabilities" are not necessarily

valid, yet the Hubbard Foundation uses them as if

their validity was established.

THIs JCHNSON TEMPERAMENT ANALYSIS
is also from the California Test Bureau. For this
test, "There is no evidence on reliability; no ev-
idence on validity; standardization is poor, con-
struction is poor."

SO0 THikl we have the "battery of tests" deliberat-
ely chosen from a large number including the Wechs-
ler-Bellevue Intelligence Scale for Adolescents
and Adults; the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory (which is used, in a very questionable
wvay, for two profiles in the back of the booklet);
The California Test of Mental Maturity for Adults;

(15)



DIANETICS RIPORT s - e
the Allp(?rt-Vernon oStudy of Values; the Bernreuter etics has been that it will raise the 1.3.'s of
Personality Inventory; the Pintner General Ability \ persons who have been "processed."

Tests; the Gtis Tests of Mental Ability; the Minn- The findings from the intelligence testing
sota Paper Fomboard; the Minnesota Clerical Test are illustrated in Fig. 1... The total number
and others of established validity. of cases is 88, and the time-span between the
IT IS ) . A test and the re-test was approximately four

' as if our surgeon, surveying his instruments weeks, The group was mot only unselected, but
prior to an appendectomy, reached out and picked also to a high degree heterogensous, It com-
up a hammer and a sawv. prised persons ranging fram 22 to 66 years of
NOW THL PCINT here is not to attack the tests men- :rg; ngfgiaggzh.sfxfs’ °hERCE R e es
tiongd above, but to question the choice of these
particular tests when it is obvious that there are GOOD, STRAIGITFCRHWARD INFCEMATION. Or is it? What
tests that are better known and established. is méant "the group was unselected?" These were
- all people who (1) wanted to be Dianetic audit
I\QW TO TAKE a look at the way the Hubbard Founda- and p(gi))lhad $50(() ‘z:o pay for the course. You a.;dorls[
thI:l used these tests. The results are all express- both know that the group in our population that
ed 1n'chart form, and the first Chart (Fig. S DES has $500 is a very select group.
15) is by all odds the most interesting. One of
the claims that has attracted many people to DUian- Furthermore, an age group ranging from 22 to 65 is

a select group; it is comprised wholly of adults,
But the test that was used -- the Califarnia Test
of Mental Maturity -- has been tested only for el-
ementary school children; its validity has never
been established for use on adults!

A COUPLL OF MORE points might be made about this
givién chart., One is that the heavy black band that rep-
Wy ey resents the average 1.Q. score of the 88 cases who
took the test is unusuz2lly broad, At first glance,
it looks like that broad bank is intended to take
care of the 4 or - 5 points that the Foundation

says is the amount of "normal variation" in this
test, But it doesn't., All it actually does is to
accentuate the apparent rise and fall of I.Q.'s on
the re-~test, Whatever its aesthetic value, that
broad black band across the middie of the chart is
T ; not a very honest application of the chartmakers'
£ tH : art,
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DIANBTICS REPORT

of the material presented in this booklet, whether
Dianetics has any significant effect an I1.Q. scor-
es because (1) the 1.Q. test used is of doubtful
validity when applied to adults; (2) there is no
established '"norm" for re-test and (3) we do not
know how people who did NOT have Dianetic process-
ing would have scored.,

WE NOW TURN to a brief consideratian of Figures 1,
2, 3, 4,5 and 6 vwhich show graphically the results
of Dianetic processing an the persomlity and soc-
ial adjustment of 73 applicants to the Foundation.

THE TASK is samewhat simplified, because Charts 2
and 4, and Charts 3 and 5, are, to all intents and
purposes, the same charts, simply drawn to differ-
ent scales,

BIGINNING with Figure 2, it is interesting that
this chart is not signed, nor does there appear a
title to tell us what the clart is based on. By in-
ternal evidence, it is possible to figure out that
it must be tased on the California Test of Person-
ality, which is also what Figure 4 is based on, ile
can cross check this by simply drawing the two
charts to the same scale, whereupam it becomes ob-
vious tlat they are so nearly identical (casider-
ing the vagueness of the informmntion) that one
graph would do for both,

IT IS THIS same test that we saw earlier lrd "undu-
ly sharp percentile scales.," A change o a single
answer by an applicant changes his score by 20, Ve
see that the gain represented o these graphs,
showing the effect of Dianetic processing before
and after, is, strangely enough, exactly 20 percen-
tile points -- or, as we might have predicted, the
people taking the tests the second time got one
more armswer on the positive side than the first
time, A blindfald test, let us say, might easily
show that much variation; but let us accept the
20 percentile points as a positive gain and see
what that proves,

(18)
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THE PURPCSE of this test is to establish the de-
gree to which the person taking it is a.djusted.to
his envirommental conditions. This, of course, in-
cludes the social complex and his personality ad-
justment to it, The first time the applicants took
the test they were applying for admission to the
Foundation; it is a fair bet that, like anyone tak-
ing a test on which much may depend, they showed a
certain amount of héstility and fear toward that
environment, But the next time they took the test,
they had been accepted into the Foundation, had
been working there for four weeks, were now accept-
ed into the environment., It does not seem strange,
therefore, that the second tiie they took thg test
they would show a better social and persomality ad-
justment, The point being, of course, that on the
basis of these figures and these charts, you can-
not point to any single improvemer.lt and say, THAT
is the result of Dianetic processing.

THLRE IS NOT space here, nor, would it seem, the
necessity, for going into a detailed examnnat%on
of the remaining charts, graphs, case histories
and figures that make up the bulk of the bookle?.
Anyone sufficiently interested probably can obtain
the booklet by writing the Foundation. As far.as-I
can see, all of the material is of a piece; it is
the use of unrecognized tests in an unorthodox way,
the results being presented in a doubtful fashion.

THE FCINT that must be made here is that so far
there do not seem to be any acceptable facts and
figures to show the results of Dianetic processing
Like the famous "clears!" -- who strangely enough
are never available for public appearance nor for
orthodox psychometric tests -- the facts behind
Dianetics appear to remain in the realm of pure
faith,

(19)



The International Fantasy Award Committee, whose
address is given as 25 Stoke Newington Road; Lon-
don N,16, Ingland, has sent us word that it has
bestowed the 1951 FANTASY AWARDS. Says the commun-
ication:

"The principal award - that for EARTH ABIIES to Dr.
George R. Stewart, was accepted on his behalf by
Hr. Forrest J. Ackerman, of Los Angeles, whilst
attending as guest of honour at the International
Scierce Fictim Comventim which took pilace at
Whitsun at the Hotel Royal, Landon."

The Award mementos consisted upon this occasion of
desk arnaments in the form of a silvered spaceship
mounted @ an inscribed plinth of polished oak ,
which also supports a table lighter, the ensemble
forming "a handsome and valuable example of the
highest fam of the model-makers' art,"

The non-fiction 1951 BANTASY AWARD went to Willy
Ley and Chesley Bonestell for THE CONQUEST OF
SPACE,

(It should be pointed out that -the awards were
made on the basis of the English publication of
these waks, rather than the American, which would
have placed the books in 1949),

According to the Committee, the
objects of the Award are to en~

courage original work in the ar- Py

tistic creative branches of & "4 P(’G‘D"'C-‘ 7

irogizstive literature and the i 'SYZ{C‘?"ZPJ?,O i

expression of fantasy by visual g qu@ “ O N

or audible methods," \ ]' %V?V //3’5&01?(.2
Ry ; 3 a1 L Yo

Funds to advance the Awards and 1 PI/V@

to promote interest and public- :
ity for them, have been forth- 8
coming from "various individual

sponsors and organizations,"

To continue this work, and perhaps to provide for

similar awards in other fields, such as-fanta§y.

novies, radio and television, contributions will
be accepted by the committee, Donations should be

dravn in favor of LESLIE FLCCD and should be en-
dorsed "Fantasy Award A/c". They should, of caurse
be mailed to the International Fantasy Awarc:l Comm=~
ittee, C/o Fantasy Book Centre, 25 Stoke Newington

Road, London N. 16, Lngland.
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by Bob McCary

NOT LOIG AGO, an RKO press relecase found its way
to my desk, It praised a science fiction picture
called “THE THING." At least the handout said it
was a science fiction picture, It also said-it was
based on a story by John W. Campbell, Jr., "aarack
science writer for the New York Times." This ident-
ification should mve told me how much truth there
was in that press release,

NOW "THE THING" was kept Top Secret in Hollywood
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for = long time, allowing Howard Hawks to build up
a lot of suspense, But most of us knew, or suspect-
¢d, it was being adapted from "Who Goes There?",
an ASTOUNDING story written under Campbell's pseudo-
nyn of Don A, Stuart, 8o we waited, hopefully.

THEN ON April 5, RKO unveiled the picture to the
press in Hollywood. The United Press Man said it
was "Broccoli, With Brains.," Since then I have
seen the picture, I say it's spinach, and I say
the hell with it,

YOU WILL NOT find any of "Who Goes There?" in "THE
THING." The only resemblance is that both take
place in a cold climate, and this is pwrely coinci-
dental -- RKO switched poles on us, from south te
north,

WHAT YCU WILL find is a collection of all the pulp
fiction cliches =- a flying saucer, an eight-foot,
sentient vegetable, a mad scientist and a busty
wench in a sweater =-- plus what I like to call the
"Idiot Plot." This is the plot wherein the problem
is prevented from being solved only by the fact
that all the characters act with the intelligence
of Zipp the Pinhead,

IT BEGINS with a scientific expedition to the
North Pole, a group of flyers at an Alaskan Air
Base, and a wandering reporter (who would be laugh-
ed out of any city room in the country and sent to
look for left~handed copy paper).

THE SCIENTISTS find a flying saucer buried in the
ice, and the Air Force goes to investigate, It
seens to the flyers that the simplest way to conm -
municate with these visitors from another world is
to drop a thermite bomb an their ship and melt the
ice,

AFTLR DOING THIS, they find that the occupant of
the saucer is still alive, and for some reason,
angry at them. Then the action begins.
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THE THING
IN ADDITICN to their troubles with this hungry veg-

etable, our heroes are plagued by a scientist who
insists that the creature is intelligent, and man-

kind might benefit by a peaceful interchange of in-
formation with it. DBut the Air Force men are well-

trained, and they quickly realize that the scient -
ist is crazy.

I WN'T BORE you with the rest of the "plot", if
that's the word I'm groping for, The Monster is
finally electrocuted in a climactic scene which I
think came originally from the cutting room floor
of "The Cabinet of br. Caligari." As they electro-
cute the thing, it melts slarly. I found this in-
teresting.

Wik MIGH! AS well face it; Hollywood has discovered
science fiction. This is not an unmitigated evil;
"Destination Moon" was a fine job, and others in
the works show promise.,

BUT "THE THING?" Recently there was a popular song
of the same nrame, It could have been used as a re-
view o the movie,

UG eitiantita hienel At ht CHa T i et Sy

(We have other words on "THE TIIIG", too, William
A. Brwin,Jr. of Corvallis, Oregon, Who wrote the
"Interplanetary. Research Teans" article in a rec-
ent RD, seems to think THL THING showed to no be-
ter advantage in Uregon than in California):

"] just saw (he writes) Howard Hawks' producticn
of TH TIING and was not too pleased with the Hol-
lywood version of "Who Goes There."

"It seemed rather anti~scientific 1o me, having
the scientist insist on the Air Force leaving THE
THING unharmed, even to sacrificing their lives
to feed it, Science may be amoral, but at Ileast
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every scientist I know is extremely loyal to his
species, and I cannot quite swallow the idea ihat
any of them would deliberately abandon Man for an
alien, just because the alien seemed more intelli-
gent,

"THi THING' also went through several actions that
proved it no more intelligent than manjand even if
THE THING had to be destroyed, what was the idea
of killing off all the young TIINGL? If they had
intelligence, they could be conditioned into the
correct social behavior patierns, even if they did
lack emotion., There is no reason why they should
autcmatically be hostile to man, As for the food
problem, it seems that we can extract artificial
plasma from okra now, so we could not have to
bleed human Leings to death to feed the TIINGS. A
synbiosis should not have been too difficult to e-
stablish,

"The thing that displeases me most, though, is mak-
ing the THING humanoid in form, There is no reason
why this should be so that I lmow aiything about.
It would have seened much nore plausitle to have
THs THING campletely unhumanoid in appearance, It
seens that the idea was to show something like mar,
but just enough different in form to arouse the
disgust and repulsicn that samething slightly dif-
ferent brings into mind; the old idea of throwing
a brown monkey into a cage of pink monkeys."

(So nuch for Hr, Erwin of Corvallis, Oregon. D.
Fabun, a brown monkey who occasionally contributes
doo-dads to the RD, also sat through the THI.G .
His remarks, insofar as they can be printed in a
magazine that nmust pass postal inspection, are re=-
produced here):

"Forgetting science fiction, which one must, and

forgetting Campbell' s story, which one shouldn't
and considering the picture as pure entertaimment,
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it was still a most lousy picture, The only sus=-
pense I detected in the theater (where it was hap-
pily double-billed with "Ma and Pa Kettle on the
Farn") was the audience warrying whether it would
end in time to catch the next bus hame.

"Taken as an attempt at suspanse, however, one won-
ders whmt a Hitchcock might ha<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>